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precision. The Dutch artists excelled in brilliance of
execution and, for them, no detail was too trivial to be
portrayed in paint with the utmost delicacy and min-
uteness. The painters of Holland, indeed, attained a
technical achievement which has never been surpassed
and they could endow even the most commonplace
objects with an air of dignity and stateliness.

The majority of Dutch paintings represent trivial
scenes of everyday life and the 'conversation piece5 or
'cabinet picture5 is the epitome of the School. Such
highly imaginative conceptions as those to which the
Italians soared were almost unknown among the Dutch
and representations of the 'Madonna and Child5 were
as uncommon in Amsterdam as they were usual in Flor-
ence.1 A picture, to be popular in Holland, could reveal
no phase of religion nor mythology but must portray such
domestic incidents as a game of cards, a guitar lesson,
a lady at her toilet, or a servant bringing in the soup.

ROOM   IX

This is one of the least satisfactory rooms in the
National Gallery and,, owing to the inadequacy of the

1 Rembrandt painted many religious pictures, but he must
always be counted as an exception in Dutch art. It was indeed to
his unusual methods that he owed his unpopularity.
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